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EIU Student to Compete on 'Jeopardy! College Championship'
Jan-26-2012
Eastern Illinois University
will be in the national
spotlight when one of its
Presidential Scholars
competes for $100,000 on
the "Jeopardy! College
Championship" on Feb. 2.
Anne Rozek, a junior from
Cary, was one of 15
students from throughout
the nation chosen for the
game show, putting EIU on
the same stage as schools
including Duke, Harvard,
Stanford and Columbia.
Rozek, who can't discuss
how she fared on the show
until after it airs, said the
entire experience was
surreal.
It all began with the
encouragement of a family
friend who was once a fiveday "Jeopardy!" winner
and competitor in the
show's Tournament of
Champions.
So, during spring break in March, Rozek and her older sister each took the online test.
"We had to take it at our local McDonald's because we only have one ethernet connection in my house, so that was interesting," Rozek
said.
She did so well that in May, she was one of 300 people invited to audition in person. She traveled to Kansas City, Mo., to take another
test, complete a personality interview and play a mock round of "Jeopardy!" complete with buzzers.
In early December, she received the call that she'd made the final cut and would travel to Los Angeles in early January. She "sort of kept
it on the down-low," but that changed when her mom, Jane -- an EIU graduate -- came to campus to pick her up for winter break.
"She literally marched into President Perry's office and said, 'This girl's gonna be on "Jeopardy!" so I think you need to do something
about that,'" Rozek recalled with a mixture of amusement and embarrassment. "He was just like, 'Well, I guess we need to set you up
with some stuff, then!'"
The timing of her "Jeopardy!" invitation -- just before final exams -- added even more stress to a time already filled with extensive
studying. She devoted one or two hours per day, "but nothing too extreme," to studying for the show.

